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Immunization Program Update 

 

Date:   September 29, 2008 

To:   Pediatric Vaccine Providers 

From: Patricia Raymond, Chief, Office of Immunization 

Re:   Influenza Vaccine Update  

 

McKesson (distributor) now has 38,000 doses of Pediatric Multi Dose Vial Fluzone vaccine available for distribution to 

Rhode Island pediatric providers. We are waiting for confirmation of delivery of the .25ml pre-filled syringes for children 

6 mos - 3 yrs of age. All providers should submit a weekly order for injectable vaccines if that has not already been 

done. Any provider who has already submitted a weekly order for injectable vaccine does not need to re-submit. 
If you need a copy of the 2008 influenza weekly order form, please download it from the HEALTH website at 

www.health.state.ri.us/immunization/PediatricInfluenzaOrderReport.pdf. We apologize for the delay; however, we have 

no control over the date and time of product release from the manufacturer. 
  
The RI Immunization program has received a limited amount (1,500 doses) of injectable thimerosal-free vaccine for 

children ages 3-18 yrs with a medical contraindication to thimerosal. These 1,500 doses represent the total allocation of 

thimerosal-free vaccine for the state and will be stored at a local distribution facility.  Please contact Mark Francesconi, 

401.222.5988 or Mark.Francesconi@health.ri.gov to request any doses of this vaccine. Unless a full package of 10 doses 

can be justified, providers will be required to pick up the vaccine at distributor's facility in Providence.  
 

Influenza Vaccine Resources for Health Care Providers 
 

� The 2008 ACIP Prevention and Control of Influenza: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/ACIP-list.htm.  
 

� CDC Updates on Influenza vaccination: www.cdc.gov/flu/  
 

� Pediatric Influenza Vaccine Algorithm www.preventchildhoodinfluenza.org/resource/algorithm.php:  An influenza 

vaccine algorithm created by the American Academy of Pediatrics to help health care professionals determine the 

number (and timing) of influenza vaccine doses needed to protect patients 6 months to 9 years of age. 
 

Important Dates To Remember  

 
� October 6

th
: Start Date for Public Flu Clinics  

All providers, facilities and mass immunizers will receive a sufficient quantity of vaccine so they can schedule 

vaccination clinics beginning on or after this date. For more information about public flu clinics or to refer patients, 

go to www.health.ri.gov or the call the Flu Hotline at 1-800-555-7858.  
 

� November 1
st
: Statewide Flu Vaccination Day 

HEALTH is working with providers and other partners to promote an opportunity to vaccinate a large volume of 

patients in one day – helping to maximize limited staffing resources and vaccinating before families come together for 

the holidays.  We hope to make this event an annual statewide celebration of flu immunization for kids and adults and 

to educate everybody about the value of vaccines.  Flu Vaccination Day has been endorsed by several RI partners 

including: the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Practitioners, RI Medical Society, RI 

Family Physician’s Access Alliance and the Ocean State Adult Immunization Coalition.  If you plan to participate or 

for more information, contact Kathy Marceau (222-4624 or kathy.marceau@health.ri.gov). CDC offers several 

resources to help promote flu vaccination efforts at: www.cdc.gov/flu/.   
 

� December 8-14: National Influenza Vaccination Week  

This national awareness week is designed to highlight the importance of continuing flu vaccination through the 

months of December, January and beyond. 


